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XMAS GREETINGS
The season seems to be going along at a very pleasant rate.  Social play has been looking a bit thin on the ground the last couple of weeks but crowds have been good prior to that.  Put it down to the season!

Our pennant teams are battling along – some of them are doing very well, others hanging in there.  There is a list posted on the notice board in the club each week showing the progress of all of our teams for whoever is interested.  

This year Tennis Australia introduced a new National Competition.  There were quite a few teething problems but, hopefully, next year we can all get together and draw on the experience to make it even better.  The concept is a good one in that teams represent clubs but do not necessarily have to be members of that club.  Players were drawn from a list of entrants and battled it out each Wednesday evening for about 6 weeks.  We entered both a mens and ladies team with the men representing Hensman Park and the ladies Hensman Park/Midland.  Unfortunately, our men narrowly missed out on a finals berth by only 1 point but our ladies made it into the final.

This is significant because the winning club was awarded $4000.00 with the runner-up getting $2000.00.  Our ladies lost the final by only 1 game and provided great entertainment on the night.  Well done girls!  they will now go on to represent our clubs in Melbourne at the Tennis Centre in January.  Tennis Australia has provided prize money, air-fairs and accommodation.  I am sure we will be well represented at that event.

It is a pity to have to say we missed out on a grant from the Department of Sport & Recreation to replace our perimeter fencing.  Apparently it was not considered a priority by them (despite the South Perth Council giving us the thumbs up).  We must apply again in February.  Fingers crossed!

This Saturday, 17 December, the Life Members are putting on a day of tennis with a sausage sizzle throughout the afternoon – it will be a fun day so come along and enjoy – ALL WELCOME.

That evening we will have a Xmas get-together with some platters of finger food to accompany our Xmas drinks.
I hope to see many of our members there for the day of tennis and après tennis!

On New Years Eve this year we are going to open the club for any of our members who would like to come down for some company on that night.  The bar will be open, tea and coffee available, music and good friends.  We will not be providing any food so bring your own and join in the fun.   Check out the notice with this email.

A very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you all.  Take care over the holidays and come back to us refreshed and ready to start 2012.

Joan Bonser

President
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